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1.1 Background  
In recognition of the community and recreational value of the Wickham Boat Beach boat ramp 

location, the City of Karratha embarked on a Feasibility Study journey for a potential upgrade to 

this facility. The feasibility study plan was presented to Council Monday 11 September 2023. 

 

Feasibility Study Scope: 

• Identify the defects of the existing ramp. 

• Investigate opportunities to upgrade the ramp, boat trailer and vehicle parking and provide 

better value and functionality for boat launching facility. 

• Identify the feasibility of desired ramp improvements and possibility for a jetty alongside. 

Stage 1 of the study will identify a recommended upgrade option based on site constraints prior 

to proceeding with further detailed design drawings to enable a staged delivery of any 

construction. 

 

1.2 Community Consultation 
In September 2023 the City of Karratha conducted a community survey capturing usage, user 

experience, and aspirations for the Wickham Boat Beach Ramp Upgrade. The survey results and a 

survey of the site will be used to inform the design option investigation and concept development. 

Further feasibility studies will also inform the design options available for any facility upgrades. 

1.3 Survey Promotional Activities  
The organisers of the Pilbara Fishing Extravaganza, occurring 15-18 September 2023, agreed to 

attach a digital poster provided by the City of Karratha to the fishing competition safety briefing 

email they sent to all registered participants.  The digital poster provided information about the 

feasibility study and a link and QR code to an online survey that asked about community’s use of 

the Wickham Boat Beach boat ramp and aspirations for any future upgrades. This survey 

distribution method enabled the City to target people who regularly use the Wickham Boat Beach 

boat ramp for recreational purposes.   

  

The digital poster attached to the email sent to the fishing competition participants is illustrated 

below. 
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1.4 Information Provided to Community  
The following background information was provided to the registered Pilbara Fishing Extravaganza 

participants via direct email: 

 

The City of Karratha understands Wickham Boat Beach Boat Ramp was established in the late 1970s 

to early 1980s as part of the Port Walcott Yacht Club development.  

  

The Wickham Boat Beach Boat Ramp provides direct access to boat launching facilities and nearby 

islands, to a growing community that has high boat ownership rates and places high recreational 

value on boating. It is also a strategic access point for other City of Karratha residents. 

  

In recognition of the significance of this area and the ramp facility for boating enthusiasts, the City 

of Karratha is embarking on a Feasibility Study for the future upgrade of the ramp. 

  

The Feasibility Study will identify a preferred upgrade outcome before proceeding with further site 

investigations and detailed design drawings to enable a staged delivery of any construction. 

  

Before we can finalise the scope of the Feasibility Study, it is vital the City of Karratha understands 

the needs and experiences of community members who currently use the Wickham Boat Beach Boat 

Ramp, or perhaps want to, but don’t due to concerns or challenges regarding its current structure or 

condition.  

  

This survey is STEP ONE.  You are receiving this survey link due to your participation in the Pilbara 

Fishing Extravaganza!   

  

We hope you can take 5 minutes to respond!    

 

1.5 Survey Questions 
The survey questions were designed to address the following informational objectives: 

• Measure reported Wickham Boat Beach Boat Ramp usage over the last 12 months, 

• Identify the size of boat and/or types of vessels being launched at the facility, 

• Measure reported boat ramp facility usage across all available facilities and reasons why 

various facilities are used, 

• Understand the types of recreational boating activities, 

• Understand motivations for using the Wickham Boat Beach Boat Ramp facility rather than 

alternative boat ramps available across the City of Karratha, 

• Identify challenges experienced by community members when using the facility, 

• Identify community priorities and aspirations for future ramp upgrades, and 

• Collect demographic data from survey participants to understand the demographic profile of 

Wickham Boat Beach boat ramp users. 
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1.6 Survey Results  
Of the 67 respondents, the representation of people who reside in Wickham and Point Samson in 

comparison to City of Karratha Census data illustrates the high level of local appeal of participating 

in a fishing competition that utilises a local boat ramp. Importantly, the survey data herein primarily 

reflects Wickham residents’ perspectives, followed by Point Samson and then Karratha residents. 

The graphic below reflects some of the key findings of the demographics of the survey’s 

population.  

As per the data below, the predominant participants in the survey were male, most of which were 

participants of the fishing competition. A comparison of survey participant town of residence and 

City of Karratha residential distribution across the five (5) towns, clearly indicates interest in 

Wickham’s local boat ramp is highest for City residents who reside closest to the facility.  

The infographic below details the demographic profile of survey participants.  
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1.6.1 Reported frequency of recreational use of the Boat Beach Boat Ramp 

over the last 12 months (September 2022 to September 2023)  

Of the 67 respondents, up to 78% of survey participants are using the Wickham Boat Beach boat 

ramp once a month or more and 40% are using the facility once a week or more. This shows a high 

frequency of facility usage amongst recreational fisher people who participated in the survey.  

 

Average Wickham Ramp Usage in Last 12 Months (2023)  

N = 67 

Frequency of Usage Percentage  Participant Responses 

Daily 0% 0 

Several times a week 21% 14 

Once a week 19% 13 

Once a fortnight 15% 10 

Once a month 22% 15 

Once every two to three months 13% 9 

Once every 6 months 2% 1 

Less often 7% 5 
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1.6.2 Types of boats and vessels being launched from the Boat Beach boat 

ramp 

The most common vessel type being launched at the boat ramp is mid-sized boats (4 meters to 6 

meters in length), representing 67.16% of vessels reported. Interestingly, a quarter of survey 

participants report that they are launching large-sized boats from 6 meters to 10 meters in length.  

 

Size of Boat or Type of Vessel Being Launched  

N = 67 

Type of Boat or Vessel Percentage  Participant Responses 

Jet Ski 7% 5 

Tinnie 10% 7 

Small boat (up to 4m) 12% 8 

Mid-size boat (4m-6m) 67% 45 

Large-size boat (6m-10m) 25% 17 

Larger boat (10m +) 0% 0 

*Various participants responded with more than one answer 
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1.6.3 Who are Wickham Boat Beach boat ramp users going boating with?  

Recreational users of the boat ramp who participated in the survey are largely going boating with 

friends (81%) and/or family members, including children (78%). Just under half of the users indicate 

they will go boating by themselves (48%) and with work colleagues (46%).  Just over 42% of 

reported boating activities is undertaken with family members and does not include children. The 

reported boating groups indicate a real diversity in the types of boating activities as well as who is 

involved, suggesting the facility is currently used by a wide breadth of community members for 

recreational purposes.   

 

Who Boat Ramp Users Go Boating With  

N = 67 

Company Percentage  Participant Responses 

By myself 48% 32 

With a friend/s 81% 54 

With family members not 

including children 

42% 28 

With family members, 

including children 

78% 52 

With work colleagues 46% 31 

Other (please specify) 0% 0 

*Various participants responded with more than one answer 
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1.6.4 Main Reason for Use of Wickham Boat Ramp  

As per data set 1.6.3, the facility is currently used by a wide breadth of community members for 

recreational purposes. As determined in the data below, most participants (82%) are using the 

ramp to access preferred destinations as well as its convenient location to home (69%).  

 

Main Reason for Use of Wickham Boat Ramp  

N = 67 

Reason Percentage  Participant Responses 

Closest ramp to home 69% 46 

Ease of access to preferred destinations 

(e.g. Dixon, Delambre, Hauy Island, Eastern 

side of Legendre Island or preferred fishing 

spot) 82% 55 

Other (please specify) 9% 6 

*Various participants responded with more than one answer 

 

 
  



City of Karratha | Document Name  Page 10 of 16 

1.6.5 Challenges experienced when using the Boat Beach Boat Ramp 

Participants referred to five main challenges when using the Wickham Boat Beach Boat Ramp.  

1. Missing amenities, 

2. The construction of the ramp,  

3. The risk of potential vessel and vehicle damage,  

4. Navigating the weather or tidal movements, and 

5. The perceived dangers or risks associated with using the ramp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key community challenges when using the Boat Beach Boat Ramp  

(63 participants answered, 4 skipped the question) 

Missing amenities   

 

31%  

(53 mentions) 

“Limited on tide movements as we run out of usable water for a 6.5m 

boat. Nowhere safe to secure a boat while husband parks car. Single 

lane can become very congested at peak times as everyone is rushing 

before the tide drops too much.” 

 

• Ramp users would like to see a jetty built and for a handrail, toilets, 

and fish fileting station to be added. 

• Signage around boat ramp not considered sufficient. 

• Lack of infrastructure to moor boats on makes the logistics of boat 

drop off/retrieval difficult. 

• Ramp users have observed there is not enough space for multiple 

boats to launch at same time, with high demand compounded by 

tidal limitations. 

Weather 

 

24%  

(40 mentions)  

“Challenging with westerly winds during summer. During half tide, the 

ramp is too shallow due to flat section in the middle. Shallow at low 

tide.” 

 

• Ramp users cannot launch and retrieve boats at certain times due 

to fluctuation of tides.  

• When windy, boats are at risk of damage due to slamming into 

rock features on the right side of ramp. 

Construction of 

ramp  

 

22%  

(38 mentions)   

“Flat section halfway down causes you to flood the car reversing to find 

water. Anything under 2.7m is a pain. Also, (there’s) nothing to tie boat 

up to. I struggle trying to launch with kids and only one adult. Ramp can 

be very slippery.” 
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• Within the ramp angle, there is a section which plateaus, 

submerging user’s cars during boat launch and retrieval.  

• Ramp users would like to see the ramp extended. 

• One participant mentioned the extension of the rock wall is 

desirable.  

Vessel / Vehicle 

Damage  

 

13%  

(22 mentions) 

“The boat ramp is not adequately protected if the wind picks up, making 

boat retrieval difficult. We have damaged the bottom of our motor 

previously due to the wind and rocks at this boat ramp. There is 

nowhere safe to leave the boat or tie off to while bringing the trailer 

back for retrieval.” 

 

• Ramp users have damaged their vessels when using the ramp. 

• Cars must often be submerged to drop or retrieve their boats. 

Risks to community 

 

10%  

(17 mentions) 

 

“Ramp gets very slippery, have experienced and witnessed many people 

fall over (when using the ramp).” 

 

• Several ramp users report the ramp gets very slippery, which poses 

a risk to children and those using the ramp.  

• Several people have referred to the ramp as a “dangerous” 

situation.  

 

Number of Mentions Regarding Key Challenges to Boat Ramp Users 

Focus Area Number of Mentions 

Tidal 37 

Flat area 21 

Securing boat / No tie-down 20 

Slippery 8 

Not suitable for larger boats 8 

Car submersion 5 

Submerged rocks 3 

Length of boat ramp 2 

Floating Pontoon 1 

Rock Wall 1 

Exposure to wind 1 

Toilets/Facilities 1 

Car parking location 1 

 

1.6.6 Recommended Ramp Upgrades from Community  

Survey participants were asked to provide suggestions on aspects of the ramp they would alter if 

they had the opportunity. Key upgrade aspirations relate to construction, the possibility of a 

floating jetty, introducing more amenities to the ramp and potentially constructing the ramp to be 

like the one available at John’s Creek in Point Samson. The suggestions were aligned with the 

challenges that users faced when using the Wickham ramp. 51% of construction suggestions reflect 

a desire to address the lack of mooring identified as a significant challenge when trying to launch 

a boat in lower tides or during higher winds. Community members also suggested a floating jetty 

(36%) could facilitate the tying up of boats and jet skis.  
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Ramp upgrade suggestions and aspirations  

(62 responses, 5 skipped this question) 

 

Construction 

Suggestions   

 

50%  

(62 mentions)  

 

“Lose the flat section halfway down, make it wider. Dredge to make it 

deeper and clean up stray rocks off to the side. If this was done the 

ramp would be used so much more as it’s difficult with big boats. If 

sorted with jetty, I would also suggest twin ramps and (covered) car park 

as most of Wickham would probably use due to proximity to Delambre 

[island].” 

 

• Half of the mentions across the ramp users survey demonstrate 

aspirations for structural changes to the Wickham Boat Beach boat 

ramp. 

• Ramp users suggest a steeper gradient in the ramp, removing the 

flat area of the ramp as well as re-surfacing it.  

• Several ramp users mentioned extending the rock wall. 

• Some would like to see the area dredged and rocks removed. 

• Some suggest relocating the ramp or adding an additional slope 

to tackle current user challenges.  

• Having a structure to tie a boat down to when launching or 

retrieving is also suggested and considered a necessary safety 

feature of any future upgrade. 

 

Replacement with 

Floating Jetty  

 

32% 

(40 mentions) 

“Leave the existing ramp alone, don’t touch it. Build another rock wall 

on the seaward side and build another boat ramp into deeper water so 

people aren’t restricted in tidal movement. Also install a floating jetty so 

people can secure their boats and access boats safely. This is the same 

for Point Samson. Remove the current jetty and install a floating jetty so 

it's safe to access boats and launch and retrieve at all tide heights.” 

 

• Approximately one third of users surveyed would like to the ramp 

replaced with a floating jetty or pontoon and some mentioned the 

same aspiration for the Point Samson jetty. 

 

Introduction of 

Amenities 

  

“Add a jetty, bitumen parking area, public toilets and a fish cleaning 

table.” 
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11%  

(13 mentions) 

 

 

• Suggested better lighting and parking options.  

• Would like to see public toilets and a fish cleaning station 

introduced. 

 

Replicate the 

Wickham Boat 

Ramp as Point 

Samson's Ramp 

 

6%  

(8 mentions) 

“Needs to be built like the Point Samson ramp.” 

 

• Community would like the City of Karratha to look to Point 

Samson’s ramp design as the inspiration. 

 

*The above percentages were calculated based on the number overall mentions N=123 

 

Number of Mentions Regarding Upgrades to Boat Ramp  

Focus Area Number of Mentions 

Replace with floating jetty 22 

More gradient 19 

Replace with a jetty 16 

Remove flat area 9 

Replicate Point Samson 8 

Dredging the area 8 

Extend rock wall 7 

Additional ramp 5 

Ramp location 5 

Tie down area 5 

Lighting 4 

Re-surface the ramp 3 

Better parking 4 

 

 

  



City of Karratha | Document Name  Page 14 of 16 

1.6.7 Frequency of Using other Boat Ramps in Past Year (September 2022 – 

September 2023) 

Considering the reported frequency survey participants use other boat ramps annually, the use of 

Point Samson’s boat ramp is significantly higher than the ramps near Karratha, Dampier and in 

Cleaverville. Approximately one in five of the survey participants, who mostly reside in Wickham, 

use Dampier boat ramp less than once every 6 months (20%). Most survey participants never use 

any of the other boat ramps outside of Wickham, Point Samson and on occasion, Dampier, showing 

a strong preference for Wickham Boat Beach boat ramp, despite the usage challenges, supporting 

strong recreational demand for this facility by those living locally.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.6.8 Reasons for using other ramps  

Point Samson Boat Ramp & Jetter is preferred by survey participants, when not using the Wickham 

Boat Beach boat ramp, for launching bigger boats and when accompanied by children. A 

reoccurring limitation in the other boat ramps was the distance from Wickham and Point Samson.  

 

Reasonings as to why community may use / do not use certain boat ramps as frequently 

as others 

(170 responses) 

Point Samson 

Boat Ramp & 

Jetty 

 

 

 

28% 

(48 responses) 

“Have to use this jetty for boats over 6.5m as there isn't any safe way to 

secure bigger boats at Boat beach ramp.” 

Perceived Strengths:  

• Convenient for launching bigger boats.  

• Can launch with reasonably low tides. 

• Next closest boat ramp to Wickham.  

• Easier to use when accompanied by children.  

• Has access to a jetty. 

Perceived Limitations: 

• Depending on where one is traveling from, can be a trek.  
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• Tidal movements are a factor.  

• Slippery.  

• Very busy.  

 

Dampier Boat 

Ramp & Jetty 

 

24% 

(41 responses)  

 

“A bit far from home - however a great ramp for most tides.” 

Perceived Strengths:  

• Better location when going to Dampier Archipelago/ Montebello 

Islands.  

• Ease of launching and retrieving boat. 

Perceived Limitations:  

• Distance from Wickham is too far.  

 

Hampton Harbour 

Boat Ramp & 

Jetty 

 

 

20% 

(34 responses) 

 

“Membership required.” 

Perceived Strengths:  

• Ease of launching and retrieving boat.  

• Fresh water to wash down boat / trailer. 

• Secure parking.  

Perceived Limitations:  

• Too far away from Wickham. 

• Need membership to use the ramp.  

 

Karratha Back 

Beach Boat Ramp 

& Jetty 

 

18% 

(31 responses) 

 

“Too far away.” 

Perceived Limitations:  

• Distance from Wickham is too far. 

Withnell Bay Boat 

Launching 

 

19% 

(32 responses)  

 

 “Didn’t know this existed.” 

Perceived Limitations:  

• Distance from Wickham is too far. 

• Unaware of existence.  

• Rocks pose risk to larger boats.  

Cleaverville Creek 

Boat Launching 

 

20% 

34 responses  

 “Use occasionally during summer when the Barra season is on.” 

Perceived Strengths:  

• Ease of access to creeks.  

Perceived Limitations: 

• Too far away from Wickham.  

• Not good for larger boats. 

 

     *The above percentages were calculated based on the number overall mentions N=170 
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1.7 Conclusion  
Engagement findings indicate Wickham Boat Beach Boat Ramp recreational users highly value the 

proximity of the ramp to Wickham and the ease of access to preferred destinations such as Dixon, 

Delambre, Hauy Island, the Eastern side of Legendre Island and/or preferred fishing spots. 

However, the current ramp presents several challenges to users and potential safety risks e.g. it 

lacks critical infrastructure to moor vessels (causing damage and posing risks to users), is incapable 

of facilitating the number of users and can only be utilised when tidal movements allow for it. Ramp 

users are less likely to frequent boat ramps that require over 15 minutes of travel.  

This feedback from recreational users of Wickham Boat Beach boat ramp will be used to inform 

the concept designs of future upgrades and will be considered alongside site limitations to 

complete a feasibility study to assist Council in determining a direction for future upgrades to the 

Wickham Boat Beach Boat Ramp facility.  


